THE    DUKE     OF     WINDSOR
"It seemed that he was burying the last faint trace of discord
between us and our great brethren in the West." This 1860
tour of Prince Albert Edward of Wales had a warm influence
on all his future, and also on English society. Many of the
Americans he met became his friends when he returned to
England. Similarly, his grandson was easily absorbed into
American life, and when he returned to England, during the
years preceding his accession, he gathered an Anglo-American
society about him and showed that he would not be satisfied
with the essentially English Court enjoyed by his father.
The Prince tried to settle into English life when he re-
turned from South America in 1925: he made his home in
St. James's Palace and he gave his heart, and his time, to every
charitable cause that appealed to him.. But there were more
long journeys to increase the theme of unsettlement and
restlessness. In 1957, he again went to Canada and the United
States, with the Duke of Kent and Mr. Baldwin, to open the
Peace Bridge at Buffalo: in 1938 he went to East Africa, and
again to Africa in 1930. In 1931 he went once more to the Arg-
entine. Newspapers noted that he was the "most travelled man
in the world," but nobody in authority—except Queen Mary
—seemed to be aware of the effect of these enterprises, on his
mind and his habits.
The following pages tell of the Prince's unselfish efforts to
perform his tasks in Britain, between these journeys abroad.
He gave the fullest possible meaning to the motto beneath
his three feathers—Ick Dien. But there is one aspect of the
story over which I was suitably timid, when I wrote my
book. King George V was recently dead, and Queen Mary
was still alive, and it was not possible to write frankly of the
relationship between the Prince and his father—a, relation-
ship that must be understood if we are to do justice to the
ex-King.
To come to this understanding, let us make a quick
flight through history. From ancient times—we find an in-
stance in the story of Alexander the Great and his father—
monarchs have found it impossible to be natural and human

